
CHRISTOPHER S. CLARKE, Ph.D.
Consulting Historian
166 Dunrovin Lane    Rochester, NY  14618

 TEL: 585-473-4025     E-MAIL: clarkecsc@gmail.com
WEB SITE: www.christophersclarke.com
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE:
Consulting Historian 

Self-employed consultant to museums, foundations, and NGOs, 





       1998 to the present.

  Selected Foundation Projects:

-          Osprey Foundation, Baltimore, MD (2009-2013) Administrative Director, Middle East Water Initiative. Identify and cultivate Palestinian and Israeli water and sanitation project partners on the West Bank.  Manage and develop relationships between partners and Osprey; perform on-site assessments and project monitoring.

Selected Museum Projects:

-          Corning Museum of Glass, Corning, NY (2011-2013) Conduct initial assessment of CMOG’s 




Innovations in Glassmaking exhibit; serve as team leader for content revision and creation of 


new strategies for information delivery and audience engagement.  Project ongoing.

-          Seneca Park Zoo, Rochester, NY (2009-2011) Team leader, writer, and experience developer for “A Step Into Africa,” a comprehensive interpretive overlay that links three major animal exhibits and explores the relationship between humans, animals, and the environment.  Open May 2012.

-          Gideon Putnam Hotel [NY State OPRHP], Saratoga Springs, NY / Thinking Outside the Square, Buffalo, NY (2009).  Content consultant and writer for comprehensive interpretive signage highlighting the history of Saratoga Springs. Completed May 2009.

-          Memorial Art Gallery of the University of Rochester, NY (2007-2009). Project team coordinator for 




The Helen H. Berkeley Gallery of Ancient Art.  Worked with project team, University construction




 and project management, and exhibit designers and fabricators to help develop this new




 permanent exhibit.  Opened December 2009.

-          Berkshire Museum, Pittsfield, MA (2006-2008).  Lead interpretive consultant and team coordinator for a



 new “Hall of Innovation” flagship exhibition about innovation as a human
activity that links



 science, technology,  and the arts in the Berkshires.  Exhibit opened March 2008.

 -         Rochester Museum & Science Center, Rochester, NY (2005-2008) Lead interpretation and planning




 consultant and writer for Expedition Earth, a major reinstallation of RMSC’s natural history




 collections that 
incorporates themes from the humanities. Phase One opened January 2006;




 Phases Two and Three opened January 2008. 

 -         Prospect Park Alliance, Lefferts Historic House Museum, Brooklyn, NY / James V. Czajka, Architect, New York, NY (2002-2008).  Consultant for new master plan based on environmental history; schematic designs and revisions to historic structures report; new program and exhibit development.  Plan delivered June 2002; designs and HSR revisions May 2003; program and exhibit development ongoing since 2004. .  

-        Buffalo and Erie County Historical Society, Buffalo, NY / Hadley Exhibits, Inc., Buffalo, NY  (1999-2001).  Managing guest curator for Spirit of the City: Imagining the Pan-American Exposition (major exhibitions at two different sites).  Opened May 2001.

-        Norman Rockwell Museum at Stockbridge,  Stockbridge, MA / Kevan Moss Design, Paul Smiths, NY (1998-2000).  Guest curator for Before TV: American Culture, Illustration, and  The Saturday Evening Post.   Exhibit open November 1999 to June 2000.

  Selected Other Consulting Clients (more than sixty client institutions served since 1998):

   -
Upstate History Alliance [now Museumwise], Cooperstown, NY (2002-2009, 1998-99)  
   -
Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural National Historic Site, Buffalo, NY (2005-2006, 2004)

-
New York Council for the Humanities, New York, NY (2005-2006)
-
America On Wheels, Allentown, PA (2004-2006)
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Selected Other Consulting Clients (cont’d)
   -
Buffalo Museum of Science, Buffalo, NY  (2003, 2002)   

   -
National Women’s Rights Historical Park (NPS), Seneca Falls, NY (2003, 1995) 
-
Missouri National Recreational River (NPS), O’Neill, NE (2001)
-
Fort Necessity/National Road Interpretive Center (NPS), Farmington, PA (1988-2000)
-
Johnstown Flood National Memorial (NPS), St. Michael, PA (2000)

-
Hagley Museum and Library,  Wilmington, DE (1995)

-    
Adirondack Museum, Blue Mountain Lake, NY  (1993)

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE (CONT’D):

Senior Historian

Strong Museum, Rochester, New York      1992 - 1997

Historian


Strong Museum
           “

       
   1990 - 1992

-
Served as principal researcher and team leader for three major exhibitions: UnEarthing the Secret Life of Stuff: Americans and the Environment (1996); Between 2 Worlds: African-American Identity and American Culture (1994); and Neither Rich nor Poor: Searching for the American Middle Class (1991)


-
Helped secure exhibit underwriting from public and private sources (total support for UnEarthing the Secret Life of Stuff: $227,500, including $150,000 in NEH funding)

-
Contributed to 14 additional in-house or traveling exhibits as team member

-
Co-Chair, African-American History Initiative Task Force, 1992-1994

-
Co-Chair, Exhibition Evaluation and Review Team, 1995 to 1997

Director


Ontario County Historical Society, Canandaigua, NY    1986-1990

(Joint Appointment)

Granger Homestead Society, Inc., Canandaigua, NY      1986-1989

-
Increased annual operating budgets by 53% (OCHS) and 30% (GHS)

-
Wrote 9 successful IMS GOS grants

-
Secured New York State Council on the Arts project funding (OCHS: 15-21% of operating); (GHS:7-10%)

-
Wrote and implemented new long-range plans

-
Introduced computers into daily museum operations

-
Supervised the creation of approx. 16 changing exhibits

-
Managed complete collections inventory; overhaul and reorganization of collections storage

-
Identified sensitive Native American collection materials and initiated repatriation negotiations

Visiting Instructor

Vassar College, Poughkeepsie, NY    1985-1986

in History 

-
Developed and taught courses in American and Russian History

-
Provided academic guidance to undergraduate students

-
Supervised independent student research projects


Consulting Historian/
Eleanor Roosevelt Centennial Commission / New York State Office

Project Coordinator 
     
of Special Projects   1984 -1985

-
Served as managing curator for a centennial traveling exhibition commemorating the life and accomplishments of Eleanor Roosevelt
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EDUCATION:

    
UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER, Rochester, NY:   Ph.D., History, 1986;  M.A., History 1980

     
AMHERST COLLEGE, Amherst, MA:

   B.A., magna cum laude, 1977

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS:
   “Ecological Healing in the Holyland,” http://newswatch.nationalgeographic.com/2013/01/19/ecological-healing-in-the-holyland/, (Guest post on National Geographic web site), January, 2013

   “Mind in the Marketplace,” www.publichistorycommons.org [Series of blog postings re independent public


  history consulting on a web forum sponsored by the National Council on Public History], August-


  December 2012.
“Nathan Hale (1890), by Frederick MacMonnies,” in Seeing America: Paintings and Sculpture from the Collection of the Memorial Art Gallery of the University of Rochester (Rochester, NY: University of Rochester Press, 2006), 105-108.

"Museums, the Environment, and Public History," in Philip V. Scarpino and Martin Melosi, eds., Public History and the Environment, (Robert E. Krieger Publishing Co., Malabar, FL, 2004), 127-138.

 Guest Editor, Material History Review, Special Issue on Popular Culture and Material Culture (Ottawa, National Museum of Science and Technology), Vol. 54 (Fall, 2001).

Review of Museums and American Intellectual Life, 1876-1926, by Steven Conn, Journal of American History (Bloomington, IN, Organization of American Historians),  Vol. 86:3 (December 1999), 1364. 

Review of Detroit African American Museum exhibition "Of the People: The African American Experience," American Quarterly (Washington, DC, American Studies Association),  Vol. 51:2 (June 1999), 426-36.

"Interpreting Environmental History Through Material Culture," Material History Review (Ottawa, National Museum of Science and Technology) Vol. 46 (Fall 1997), 5-16.

"Communicating Critical Historical Scholarship Through Museum Exhibition: A Museum Historian's View," Studies in History and Museums [Mercury Series for History, No. 47] (Hull, Quebec, Canadian Museum of Civilization, 1994), Peter E. Rider, ed., 57-76.  

SELECTED INVITED PAPERS :

"Saying No to Lazy Artifacts: Making the Most of Material Culture Interpretation," National Museum of Science and Technology Material Culture Seminar (Ottawa), March 1995.

"Can Material Culture-Based Museum Exhibition Effectively Present Critical Historical Scholarship?" Canadian Historical Association National Convention, June 1993.
“The Material Interpretation of Modes of Production in Environmental History, Organization of American Historians Annual Meeting, April, 1993.
"Using Material Culture to Study and Interpret Environmental History," American Society for Environmental History National Convention, March 1993.

"You Are What You Own: Material Evidence and Middle-Class History," Strong Museum Fall Symposium, "Who is Middle Class in America?", November 1991.

"Agriculture and Community: Losses and Gains in the Transition to Modern Farming," Speakers in the Humanities Program of the New York Council for the Humanities, 1990-92.

"Agricultural Planning and the Limits of New Deal Democracy," Organization of American Historians National Convention, April 1987.

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES:

Invited Lectures and Presentations:

-   More than 50 invited appearances as speaker, commentator, or convention session chair.
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PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES (CONT’D):

Services to the Field:

-

 Grant Reviewer: IMLS, NEH, NYCH, NYSCA.  

-

 Board Member, Museumwise (formerly Upstate History Alliance), 2009 to 2013.

-

 Board Member, Landmark Society of Western New York, 1994 to 2010.  

-

 President, Landmark Society of Western New York, 2001, 2002.

-

 Board Member, National Council on Public History, 1998-2001.

-

 Chair, New York State Council on the Arts Museum Program Panel, 1993, 1994.

-

 Panelist, New York State Council on the Arts Museum Program Panel,  1988-92.

-

 Panelist, New York State Council on the Arts Museum Captial Projects Panel,  1988-89.

NOTE ON NAME CHANGE:

From 1982-1999 I used the hyphenated last name Clarke-Hazlett.  I resumed the use of the last name Clarke at the beginning of the year 2000.


